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Alberto Castelléno OP, wood engraving from the Rosary of
the G/ orious Virgin Mary — , 16 th century .
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METHODOLOGICAL NOTES

Since there have been numerous
editions by Coppenstein, starting from 1619,
the last one from 1847 has been compared
to that of 1691.
The published text comes from the
last edition of 1847, with mi ssing passages
added from the 1691 edition (as indicated in
footnotes); shortened names or words have
been added fully (with missing letters in
parentheses, both in the 1847 and the 1691
editions).
When both texts could not be read or
understood, the 1699 and 1624 editions of
Coppenstein have been used, as indicated
in footnotes.
Both editions have been used to
produce an analytical edition in which
footnotes indicates the differences and
which uses the most correct words in the
translation.
The numbering  follow that of 1847, but
the punctuaion and typography come from
the 1691 edition, unless indicated otherwise.
JO0s have been dropped fror
t ext and repl aced wi t h I 0s (
name o0Jesuso0); the diphthong

17



replaced when needed wi th the diphthong
01T 6 as in the 1691 text.

In the first Italian translation from
2006, out of fidelity to the Latin text, the

Hol vy Rosary has been call ed
Jesus and Marybé6.
I n th second edition, the

of Jesus and Mar yogeorighabser t
text but less common today, has been

replaced with ORosary of Jes.L
or oPsalter of the Rosarydé ;
Prayeréd has been transcri bec

Nostero and OAngelic sal ut at
Mari ao.

The present text if not a repr int of the
2006 edition but an in -depth version of it

which has become a new original work: the
translated text has been simplified and
clarified; some translation errors have been
corrected through comparison with other
editions.
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Detail of a painting sh owiﬁ Blésséa Alain receiving th‘e
Rosary from the Holy Mary, private collection, 18th
century
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Back cover: H. Snyers, The Virgin Appears to
Blessed Alain de la Roche , 17 th century,
Kupferstichkabinett, Dresde
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OPUS VERE AUR EUM

B. ALANI RUPENSIS
ORDINI S PRAEDICATORUM
DE ORTU ET PROGRESSU
PSALTERII CHRISTI ET MARIAE
SEU SACRATISSIMI

ROSARII
IN EI USDEM PRAECONIUM
PRAEDICATORIBUS
VERBI DEI ET OMNIBUS
CHRISTI FIDELIBUS
PROPOSITUM

FORUM CORNELII, 1847
EX TIPOGRAPHIA EPISCOPALI
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MAJOR WORKS FROM
BLESSED ALAIN DE LA
ROCHE , OF THE ORDER OF
PREACHERS, ON THE ORIGIN
AND STORY OF THE
PSALTER OF JESUS AND
MARY, GIVEN TO THE
PREACHERS OF THE WORLD
OF GOD AND ALL THE
FAITHFUL, TO BE SPREAD
INTO THE WORLD
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BEATI Fr. ALANI DE RUPE
REDIVIVI
OPUS AUREUM
DE PSALTERIO SEU ROSARIO
CHRISTI ATQUE DEIPARAE !

1The 1691 edi ti on i n @eattfa Alaisredivivi
Rupensis, tractatus mirabilis de ortu et progressu Psalter ii

Christi et Mariae eiusque Fraternitatis. cura: Fra Johannes
Andrea Coppenstein o.p. 6 Trnslation : Wonderful treatise
by Blessed Alain de la Roche on the birth and development

of the Rosary of Christ and Mary, and of its Brotherhood
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REPUBLICATION OF THE
WORKS OF BLESSED
ALAIN DE LA ROCHE
ON THE PSALTER OR

ROSARY OF CHRIST AND

THE MOTHER OF GOD
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TB ALANVS DE

RVPE REDIVIVVS
e & .. DE
PSALTERIO SEV RO-

SARIO CHRISTI AC MARIFE
EIVSDEMQYVE.
FRATERZ\CITATE ROSARI A.
a ufm"r’oru 23
R.P. F. IOANNE ANDREA COPPEN-
sTEIN Mandalenfi, Ordinis Predica-
torum Theologo.
o i, REDDITV S |
Stylo & Methodo meliore :
Cenforie virqulé veritate:
Nullins Bone Rei omifSione :

Pcrmxﬂ'u Supcnorum

W e
. .

COLONIE AGR[PPIN}E
Sumpnbus PETR1 HenningijBibl.Colon,
ANNO M, DC, XXIV,

Cover from Coppensteinds .Latin edit

25



! yypomgmysugusy

SErG RN GE AT @ QU RGO
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CENSURA ET
APPROBATIO.

Ex commiffione Superiorum diligenter infpexi

librum B. Alani de Rupe inordine Pradicato=
run olim eximii Concionatoris,ac promotorss Plal
terij IESV CHRISTIs & Marig Sandifime, O=
pus fane piiffimum , [pivitu Dei plenum , Thefaurum
plané abfonditum, & jamdiu in tenebris Latenzens
mnveni ; & licet carnales homines ad corticem fo-
lum attendentes Auritie nucis offendantur ; intus
tamen medulla [uaviffima delitefCit , qua (uavig-
e pafcuntur [pir {tuale: homines qui cogitant que
[piritus [unt ; ut infinuat Paulss,  Quare Iudico

vam preclarym ac pism Qpus quamprimum in ly-
cem evulgandum, ut ad wanus omnium deveniens
omnium etiam corda ergaPlalterium abicietcrate
trahat, Friburgi 14. 1anuarij 1623, ]

F Ludovicus Vanegar SS. Theologiz
Do&oracin Monafterie Pradicaro-
rum Regens & PrimariusProfeflor.

* 4 FA-

Ecclesiast i c al approbation of Blessed Al ai |
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PRAEFATIO
B. M. ALANI DE RUPE
AD FERRICUM , EPISCOPUM
TORNACENSEM

| audate Dominum JESUM CHRISTUM ,
et SS. Virginem 2 MARIAM in Psalterio, cum
Fidelibus vestris ovibu s, sic ut tandem sine
fine cum a ngelicis Spi  ritibus , facie ad faciem
Beatissimam in aeternum Trinitatem
mereamini, ovium in Beatorum fruitione,

magnificare.
Reverende in Christo PATER ac DOMINE ,
S. Augustinus ait Lib [ro] de Doctr [ina]

Christ [iana]: Pastores ovium Christi ducere
eas debent ad virenti avirtutum pas cua, et ab
incursibus Luporum, r aptorumque, protegere:
rationem reddituri summo ovium Regi
Christo de animarum sibi commissarum

perditione.

Quod intelligi secundum S. Gregorium
debet , Lib[ro] de Cura Pastorali : si
Praesidentium negligentia, aut doctrina
mala, vel exemplo pereant, seu scandalo.

Hinc, fidelissime ovium Christi, in
Episcopatu Tornacensi Pontifex et firmissime

in cunctis  virtutum Fauctor 3 : quia pro

2 The 1691 editoni ndi c at ®\06, while the 1847
editi on i n@8S.Yimibems 6.0
3 OFautor 6 i n the 1691 edition
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PRESENTATION (OF THE APOLOGY) TO
FERRY OF CLUGNY , BISHOP OF TOURNAI
BY BLESSED ALAIN DE LA ROCHE

Praise the Lord Jesus Christ and the
Blessed Virgin Mary in the Psalter of the
Rosary, as well as the flock of your faithful,
to obtain, for ever, to be in the presence of
the Most Holy Trinity, among the Angels,
and the flock of the S aints.

Very great Excellency, Father in
Christ, Saint Augustine wrote in the Book of
Christian Doctrine that the shepherds of
Christ's sheep must guide them to the lush
pastures of virtues and protect them from
the assaults of wolves and raptors: they will
answer to Christ, the supreme king of the

sheep, for the perdition of the souls en-
trusted to them.
To be interpreted thusly , according to

St Gregory, in the Book of Pastoral Care: if
they are lost, it is through negligence, or
bad example, or by the failu re of those who
must defend them.

Therefore, O faithful bishop of the
sheep of Christ, firmly experienced in all
virtues, in the episcopate of Tournai where
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meritis inibi curam geritis Apostolicam,
congruum est Paternitati Vestrae, quae
subditis vestris salutaria fuerint cognoscere

Et vero in primis 4, quae sub Praedecessore
vestro (sciente ipse > et approbante) de votius

peracta sunt, variis in oppidis huius A Imae
Diocoeseos ¢; haec eadem cum gaudio magno
adprobari 7.

Hoc autem est de  PSALTERIO | nviolatae
sem per Virginis Genitricis Dei MARIAE.

Propterea  etiam placuit  Vestrae
Potestati super hoc QUAESTIONEM ad me
habere Paternam.

Idcirco multarum pro animarum salute,
postulationi Vestrae , ac intentioni humilius
satisfaciendo, sub paucis verbis, ut potero,
super materia Psalterii Virginis Gloriosae
aliquod Ilumen, uti 8 patebit per ordinem,
Intelligentiae Vestrae offerre conabor.

Non (quod absit) sublimen Vestram
Apostolicam  Scientiam  imbuendo: sed scita

40inprimisé in the 1691 edition

50ipso6 in the 1691 edition

6 0Di ecoesios6 in the 1691 edition
70adprobare6 in the 1691 edition
8 0ceud i ne9ltediton 1.
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you exercise apostolic care fo r (your)
merits, it is right that Your Fatherhood be
told about  the salvation of your subjects

And first of all (it is right that you
should be told ) of the works piously com-
pleted under the direction of your Prede-
cessor ( which he knew and approved) in di f-
ferent cities of this diocese, and which have
been approved (by him) with great
transport.

This work is the Psalter, or Rosary of
the Most Pure Virgin Mary, Mother of God.

Since it pleased Your Power to have
with me a paternal confrontation on this
subjec t, then, for the salvation of many
souls, humbly answering Your question and
Your request, in a few words, as | can, | will
try to offer, in an orderly manner, to Your
competence, a clarification on the nature of
the Psalter, or Rosary of the Glorious Virg in
Mary.
Far be it from me to want to give lessons to
Your sublime Apostolic Science, but, as
Saint Anse Im said (for the sole purpose
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melius, ac  perspecta ad memoriam, et ut S.
Anselmus ait, ad operosam Efficaciam
reducendo.

Detail from the cover of Al berto CastelltRomagyds book
of the Glorious Virgin Mary , 16 th century .
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of ) bringing back to your memory things (by
You) already well known and understood
depth, for the benefit of an understanding of
wider horizons

Detail from  AlbertoCaste | | an o 6 s: Rosarg & the
Glorious Virgin Mary , 16 th century .

in
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